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International House 2010 Scholarship Fund Benefit
In the early 20th century, Harry Edmonds envisioned a community of students from many nations living 

and working together in harmony and peace.  The philanthropy of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. and the 

Cleveland H. Dodge family made this dream a reality, and International House opened its doors at 500 

Riverside Drive in 1924. 

Today, International House continues as a unique experience in cross-cultural cooperation and 

understanding.  Each year, 700 carefully selected graduate students, interns and scholars, approximately 

one-third from the United States and two-thirds from 100 other countries, share a residential community 

and participate in a diverse cultural and intellectual program of events and leadership training.  They study, 

train or conduct advanced research at more than 100 academic and professional institutions in metropolitan 

New York in fields as varied as physics, law, finance and dance.  

As a result of this daily interaction, these men and women grow in their ability to understand people of 

divergent backgrounds, an essential skill for our future leaders in international business, government, the 

arts and other professions. For 86 years, International House has served as a friendly and intellectually 

stimulating haven to more than 65,000 graduate students and interns in one of the world’s most dynamic 

cultural and business centers. 

Throughout its history, the Board of Trustees of International House has been led by a series of highly 

distinguished Board Chairmen, and we are pleased tonight to be honoring two of them, Henry A. Kissinger 

and John C. Whitehead, for their service and contributions. We are also grateful to Honorary Chairman David 

Rockefeller for making The Playhouse available for this very special evening. 

International House provides substantial financial assistance to its resident members in need—much of 

it provided through events such as the 2010 Scholarship Fund Benefit —and an education in international 

understanding no classroom can offer. All proceeds support International House’s core resources and 

services, including resident scholarships, leadership training activities, visiting speaker programs and other 

international community-building initiatives.
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Trustee
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Dinner Menu

First Course

Panko and Pretzel Crusted Crabcake

Petite Salad – Mustard Seed Beurre Blanc

Entrée 

Mint Dusted Colorado Lamb Chops

Fennel and Leek Stuffed Potato – Asparagus Tips – Natural Jus

Dessert

Chocolate Shortbread Tart

Morello Cherry Sorbet – Chocolate & Almond French Nougat

Coffee or Tea

alternative selections for all courses are available upon request



Henry A. Kissinger served as the 56th Secretary of State from 1973 until 1977, and 

as Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs from 1969 until 1975.  He 

chaired President Reagan’s National Bipartisan Commission on Central America 

from 1983 until 1985, and from 1984-1990 he served as a member of the President’s 

Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board.  Dr. Kissinger was born in Fuerth, Germany, 

came to the United States in 1938 and was naturalized a United States citizen in 1943.  

He served in the Army from 1943 to 1946.  He graduated summa cum laude from 

Harvard College in 1950 and received M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Harvard University 

in 1952 and 1954.  At present, Dr. Kissinger is Chairman of Kissinger Associates, Inc., 

an international consulting firm.  Among the awards he has received have been the 

Nobel Peace Prize in 1973; the Presidential Medal of Freedom (the nation’s highest 

civilian award) in 1977; and the Medal of Liberty (given one time to ten foreign-born 

American leaders) in 1986.  He is the author of 15 books and has published numerous 

articles on United States foreign policy, international affairs and diplomatic history.   

John C.  Whitehead began his professional career in 1947 at Goldman, Sachs & Co., 

where he worked for 38 years.  He rose quickly within the company and was named 

Partner in 1956, and Co-Chairman and Senior Partner in 1976.  In 1985, Mr. Whitehead 

was asked to become Deputy Secretary of State, and served in that capacity until January 

1989.  During this period he took a special interest in relations with Eastern Europe, 

the United Nations, and with various administrative reforms in the State Department, 

and was awarded the Presidential Citizens Medal by President Reagan.  Mr. Whitehead 

graduated from Haverford College in 1943, served in the U.S. Navy during World War II 

and received his M.B.A. from Harvard in 1947.  He is a former Chairman of The Federal 

Reserve Bank of New York, The Harvard Board of Overseers, The Asia Society, and 

International House, among many others.  Mr. Whitehead served as Chairman of the 

Lower Manhattan Development Corp, the organization responsible for the rebuilding and 

revitalization of Lower Manhattan, from 2001 to 2006.  He is also the Founding Chairman 

of the National September 11th Memorial and Museum at the World Trade Center.



Paul A. Volcker worked in the Federal Government for almost 30 years, culminating in two terms 

as Federal Reserve Chairman from 1979-1987 under Presidents Carter and Reagan.  He divided 

the earlier stages of his career between the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, the US Treasury 

Department, and the Chase Manhattan Bank. Mr. Volcker retired as Chairman of Wolfensohn 

& Co. upon the merger of that firm with Bankers Trust in 1996. In 2003, he headed a private 

Commission on the Public Service recommending a sweeping overhaul of the organization and 

personnel practices of the Federal Government, and in 2004 he chaired the Independent Inquiry 

into the United Nations Oil-for-Food Program. In 2008 he was named by President Obama to 

head the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board. Educated at Princeton, Harvard and the 

London School of Economics, Mr. Volcker has been associated with the International Accounting 

Standards Committee, the Japan Society, the Institute of International Economics, the American 

Assembly, and the American Council on Germany. He is Honorary Chairman of the Trilateral 

Commission and Professor Emeritus of International Economic Policy at Princeton University. 

He has served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of International House since June, 1998.

Fareed Zakaria is editor of Newsweek International, a Newsweek and Washington Post 

columnist, weekly host for CNN, and a New York Times bestselling author.  In 2007, Foreign 

Policy and Prospect magazines named him one of the 100 leading public intellectuals in 

the world. Since October 2000, Dr. Zakaria has overseen all of Newsweek’s editions abroad, 

where his cover stories and columns reach more than 25 million readers each week.  Prior 

to joining Newsweek, Dr. Zakaria served an eight-year term as managing editor of Foreign 

Affairs, a widely-circulated journal of international politics and economics.  In 2008, he began 

hosting Fareed Zakaria GPS, a weekly foreign affairs program that airs Sundays worldwide on 

CNN.  Dr. Zakaria’s in-depth interviews with heads of state, intellectuals, business leaders, 

politicians and journalists have been broadcast in more than 200 million homes in over 210 

countries. The Post-American World, which is Dr. Zakaria’s most recent book, was a New York 

Times bestseller and has been translated into over 20 languages.  Born in India, Dr. Zakaria 

received a B.A. from Yale College and a Ph.D. from Harvard University.  He currently serves as 

a Trustee of Yale University and International House.



“One frosty morning I was going up the steps in front of the Columbia Library, 

when I met a Chinese student coming down.  I said ‘Good Morning.’  As I passed 

on, I noticed out of the corner of my eye that he had stopped.  So, I stopped, and 

went back to him.  He said ‘Thank you for speaking to me; I have been in New 

York three weeks, and you are the first person who has spoken to me!’

“My wife and I decided to invite a small group of foreign students to our home 

. . .  We soon became aware that, in front of our log fire, assisted by a cup of 

tea, a miracle was taking place.  The fact that they came from several different 

countries lost its significance . . .  They were just students—friendly, jovial, 

talkative.”

—From the Memoirs of Harry Edmonds  
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