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“Generation Jobless” Conference Seeks
Solutions to Global Youth Unemployment

International House President Calvin Sims, International House Trustee and
CNN host Fareed Zakaria and Charlie Sennott, founder of the GlobalPost.

ABC News’ Jim Avila; Jamira Burley of the Philadelphia Youth Commission;
the National League of Cities’ Andrew Moore; and (via Skype) Shawn T.
Blanchard, City of Detroit and Arjan Vliegenthart, City of Amsterdam.

W

“The new paradigm for
corporate America is winwin-win opportunities.”
–Blair Taylor
Chief Community Officer
Starbucks

ith more than 290 million young people worldwide
lacking education, employment and training, on October
24-25th International House hosted “Generation Jobless,” a major conference tackling the issue with key thought leaders in
labor, business, education and government as well as affected members
of the Millennial Generation from around the world.
Co-sponsored by The GroundTruth Project, the conference examined coordinated, innovative solutions to the issues of job creation and
transformation, and offered a second day of workshops exclusively for
young adults including International House residents.
Trustee Fareed Zakaria, CNN host and author, opened the conference and framed the issue by noting that for 20 years information
technology revolutions and globalization have made it easier for jobs
to be performed by machines or cheap labor in developing countries.
The ultimate solution to youth unemployment, he said, will be
from the bottom up, wryly advising participants: “Don’t wait for
Washington. You guys are going to solve the problem.”
The session “Barriers to Entry: Opening the Glass Door,” moderated by Jamie McAuliffe of Education for Employment and the World
Economic Forum, brought together a panel which identified employment barriers both systemic and personal, the latter including race,
gender, Millennial stereotyping, and a lack of education, skills and
experience.
“There is no substitute for learning by doing,” said National Urban
League President Marc Morial, who advocated the addition of employment training opportunities to students in U.S. high schools as “a
public investment in young people.”

Massimiliano Mascherini from the EU’s Eurofound and Allen Blue, co-founder
of LinkedIn address a packed Davis Hall at the “New Paradigms: Promising
Solutions Panel.”

“Mayors: Solutions from City Hall,” moderated by Jim Avila of
ABC News/Fusion, examined youth unemployment in Amsterdam,
Philadelphia and Detroit. The panel agreed the problem is not just
about a lack of jobs in these urban environments, but also a lack of
skills and professionalism among youth.
Because of a lack of role models at home and school programs to
address it, many youth don’t know what it means to get up every day
and go to work, how to dress appropriately or interact with a supervisor. Partnering with non-profits to help teach these skills can help
address this disconnect, said the National League of Cities’ Andrew
Moore.
Jamira Burley, Executive Director of Philadelphia’s Youth Commission said that Philadelphia urged cities to bring the business community into schools to help develop innovative curricula including
teaching young people to be globally competent.
During the “Employers: Keys to the Glass Door” panel, moderated
by Chauncy Lennon, Senior Program Director for Workforce Development at JPMorgan Chase, IBM’s Ted Hoff admitted that the company
had been slow to sufficiently invest in youth, but described its increase
in early career hires and P-TECH 9-14 program as ways the company
was addressing this.
“You can’t separate workforce from K-12 issues” said Business
Roundtable’s Dane Linn.
Blair Taylor, Chief Community Officer of Starbucks and President
of the Starbucks Foundation’s Board of Directors, shared how the
company is using its corporate influence as a force for good by creating opportunity for its employees through the College Achievement

continued on page 2

I-House Awards Gala Raises More Than $400K for Scholarship Fund

A

distinguished banker, investor and one of
the world’s legendary philanthropic foundations were honored at the International
House Awards Gala on June 9th at the St. Regis
Hotel in New York City.
Honored were the late Stephen M. DuBrul Jr.,
who received the Dodge Award for Distinguished
Trustee Service; The Ford Foundation, recipient of
the Rockefeller Award for Philanthropic Service;
and John B. Pek ’68, honored with the Soros
Award for Distinguished Alumni Service.
The awards were presented by I-House Chairman Frank G. Wisner.

continued on page 7

From left to right: Nicholas DuBrul, Jennifer DuBrul, John Pek ’68 and Darren Walker.
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t is hard to believe that a year has passed since I took over as president at this great institution.
Over the last year, I have studied I-House’s operations and familiarized myself with the
many moving pieces that enable the facility and community to function effectively. I’ve met
with employees, residents and alumni and am very appreciative of the support I have received from
all sectors of the I-House community.
This fall, we engaged in an organizational assessment conducted by an outside consulting group
that surveyed representatives of all of our constituencies. The results of this survey will be used to
create a strategic plan that will chart a course for International House for the next 10 years.
I am very excited about this planning process because it will allow us collectively to design
programs and initiatives that ensure I-House remains relevant and adds new value to the resident
experience as we march toward our centennial.
International House must continue to provide a residential and programmatic experience that
fosters not only cross-cultural learning but respect, empathy, and moral courage—values that sadly
are often in short supply in today’s society but crucial to global leadership.
We must also quantify what is it about that I-House experience that produces world leaders and
seek to expand that experience. I am hopeful that a decade from now, I-House will be an institution
widely known for empowering the next generation of globally-minded leaders and as a prominent
convener of experts on international issues impacting young people.
To that end, I-House hosted a major conference in October called “Generation Jobless” (you may read more about it on page one and below),
which tackled the global youth unemployment crisis. We brought together stakeholders who can help solve this problem and raised the House’s
profile not only among these change agents but also with the public at large through media coverage on MSNBC, Al-Jazeera America, the Huffington Post and in hundreds of newspapers nationwide. “Generation Jobless” also enabled the House to attract a new set of funders, something
that is essential to our continued success in the future.
It is a very thrilling prospect to find ways to build on the solid foundation and legacies of this remarkable institution with new initiatives. I
know that with your support, we can achieve our goals and make an even greater impact on the global community.
Warm wishes for a happy new year,

Calvin Sims

Philip Greven
Assistant Director of Development for
Institutional Giving
Carey Tan
Development Coordinator
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I-House residents speak with panelists during the Saturday Sessions.

Program and by activating the power of its supply chain through the
Leaders Up organization.
“The new paradigm for corporate America is win-win-win opportunities,” those that benefit the business community, society at-large, and
individuals, Taylor said.
The day’s final session, “New Paradigms: Promising Solutions”
highlighted successes in addressing youth unemployment in a panel
moderated by journalist Farai Chideya of New York University.
LinkedIn co-founder Allen Blue stated that the business-oriented
social networking service reduced the minimum age for its online
members from 18 to 14 to assist young people in planning their future
careers.
Peter Joyce of RTI International described the research institute’s
emphasis on workforce development and its establishment of a digital
Global Center on Youth Employment to leverage research and proven
best practices to make a significant impact. Echoing comments made
throughout the day, he said that businesses need to get involved with
schools to make sure that students’ education includes job readiness.
Saturday’s sessions included “Success Stories: Bridging the Gap
from School to Work,” “Leg Up: Programs that Pave the Way,”
“Making the Most of Your Internship Experience” and “Your Digital
Profile.”
Starbuck’s Blair Taylor returned to open the day with an upbeat talk
identifying reasons for optimism among young people today.
“You are living in the best era of opportunity in history,” said Taylor, who advised that education and drive—“being on fire”, as he put
it—were essential qualities in a competitive world.
Noting that technology has placed all the knowledge of the world
at their fingertips, he encouraged young people to learn as much as
they could about human history. He said that elders—role models and
potential mentors—are eager to answer, but it is incumbent on those
seeking help to ask for it.

“Read everything you can. It gives you a competitive advantage
in finding a job and in everyday conversation. Challenge yourself to
continue to grow,” he said.
Charles Sennott, co-founder of GlobalPost, moderated the “Success
Stories” panel, in which personal stories were shared by individuals and
organizations that enabled them to transition from school to work.
Jada Thompkins, who works in accounting at a New York real estate company, said that her experience with Year Up New York taught
her hard skills but also soft skills like handshakes and networking.
“I learned about professionalism but also about how to be yourself
in a professional setting,” she said.
Sofia Contreras, a 20-year old Salvadoran immigrant and the entrepreneur behind Bushwick’s Las 5 Americas Restaurant, conveyed how
Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship’s “Startup Summer” program
taught her to receive and respond to criticism rather than be discouraged.
The “Leg Up” panel, moderated by Paul Ortega of Swiss Post Solutions, Inc., conveyed how successful programs offering internships, service learning, mentoring and skills training could prepare youth with
problem-solving skills, leadership experience, professional networks
and technical skills.
Alicia Guevara of Year Up, noted the importance of a supportive
network and advised attendees to “be grounded in a network of people
who will stand up for you. No one can do it by themselves.”
Ortega followed with a presentation on how to make the most of
one’s internship experience, advising applicants to ask prospective
employers what sort of development the company provides its employees, the last time an employee was promoted, and to shadow one of the
company’s current interns for a day.
“Ask lots of questions,” said Ortega. “Think about what you’re trying to achieve and make sure you can articulate and envision it.”
“Managing Your Online Presence,” in which use of social media—
with emphasis on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter - was explored in
depth was moderated by Jay Corcoran, Senior Digital Content Producer at the Columbia Business School’s Career Management Center.
“You are your brand,” said Cordelia Alfred of Swiss Post Solutions.
“Whatever you put out there is the representation of what you want to
be known for.”
“Remember to meet offline,” said author and entrepreneur Virgilia
Kaur Pruthi. “Join Meetup groups, grab coffee or tea face-to-face.”
In his closing remarks, President Calvin Sims said, “This is not the
end of “Generation Jobless.” It will continue throughout the academic
year with follow-up events for residents and our guests from outside.”
Major support of “Generation Jobless” was provided by JPMorgan
Chase, Ford Foundation, BNY Mellon and Stiftung ProEvolution.
For full coverage, please visit www.ihouse-nyc.org.

2014 Davis Projects Seek Peace in Sub-Saharan Africa

Claudia Schneider with villagers in front of one of the refurbished wells in Burkina Faso.

Katie Bartholomew works on her project on the radio with a local child.

Local partners unload books as part of Jaclyn Sawyer’s Peace Project.

E

ach year, the Davis Projects for Peace gives its
grantees the opportunity to apply their own personal
definition to the word “peace” and the leeway to
implement their project anywhere in the world.
This past summer, three of I-House New York’s eight
grantees used three very different interpretations of peace to
carry out projects in three Sub-Saharan African countries.
Jaclyn Sawyer’s Raising the Bar helped coordinate the
delivery of 22,000 books from the United States to develop
a pilot library and education program in Kuje Medium
Security Prison in Abuja, Nigeria and build the capacity to
replicate the effort in other prisons across the country.
As the planned scope of her project quickly exceeded
the $10,000 provided by the Davis grant, Sawyer actively
sought supplementary sources of financial support, securing an additional $6,000 from the Christian A. Johnson
Endeavor Foundation, Columbia University Partnership for
International Development, personal crowd funding and

anonymous donors. She navigated government bureaucratic
red tape, scheduling delays, and security issues endemic to
working with a prison population to successfully launch the
pilot project.
Inmates at Kuje prison now have access to over 3,000
books on various topics. They will be able to take classes
and read preparation materials for examinations for secondary school, post-secondary, and university entrance exams.
By providing educational opportunities in prison, this
project helps ensure better reintegration of inmates into
communities and lowered recidivism over all.
“It has been so humbling to see the Projects for Peace
funding be used as seed money to put such a large scale
project in motion,” said Sawyer. Three additional sites are
currently scheduled for development.
In Burkina Faso, Claudia Schneider’s Peace Project Practicing Peace—Helping Hands for Health combined HIV/AIDS
education and prevention through street theater with the
delivery of potable water to rural villages. By bundling the
two, she was able to overcome some of the social stigma and
discrimination often associated with HIV/AIDS.
Partnering with the Dorcas Street Boys Project, Schneider produced four short plays for the communities: one on
water-borne illnesses and the importance of drinking clean
water, one on well upkeep and maintenance, and two on
HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, discrimination and social
support. More than 30 boys took part as actors in presenting
the plays, and hundreds of villagers filled the audience.
The corresponding well repair and replacement portion
of the project ensured that seven wells in six communities were functioning properly and that locals had the
knowledge to maintain and fix them. Besides serving these
communities, the refurbished wells will positively impact
countless other rural residents who travel great lengths to
access them.
“If you join hands and work together, so much good can
be achieved that money alone can never realize,” Schneider
reflected. “Building peace is all about personal effort and
dedication, collaboration, support and love for one another,
the courage to stand in for the right thing, and the endurance to never give up.”
Lastly in Uganda, Katie Bartholomew and Morten Christensen leveraged the reach of local radio to address poverty,
gender structures and female empowerment in Broadcasting
for Peace.

Working with their partner Farm Radio International
(FRI), they recorded interviews and interactions with nine
“listening groups” representing more than 200 people from
rural and remote areas of the country. It was a rare occasion
for these individuals to have their voices heard, opinions
documented, and daily struggles recognized.
“Poverty and exclusion are root causes of conflict, and
through broadening the knowledge base on how to leverage
community radio for dealing with these issues, our project
contributes to peace by providing another entry point for
conflict resolution and prevention,” reported Bartholomew
and Christensen.
For Bartholomew and Christensen, the biggest, and
perhaps most unexpected, take away from their project
was a more profound sense of the importance of agency in
development work. Participants must feel in control and respected, they said, because no matter how well intentioned
and benign, outsiders have no business in attempting to
create change in the lives of others without an invitation.
Residents also carried out projects in Jordan, Egypt,
Turkey, the Philippines and the United States this summer
(see below for more details). All academic year residents in
good standing—and for the first time, alumni who lived at
the House for at least six months and departed during the
2013-2014 academic year—will be eligible to apply for 2015
grants. Visit www.davisprojectsforpeace.org for more information.

Additional 2014 Davis Projects for Peace
Picturing the Road to Possibility (Jordon)
Husam Alsousi
This project worked to empower Palestinian youth living
in refugee camps to imagine better futures and then gave
them the skills to strive for those futures through interactive workshops on conflict resolution.
T’Alim: Truth as Learned in Music (Egypt)
Kareem Elsamadicy
This project brought together Egyptian youth to promote peace through musical collaboration during five-day
workshops in the cities of Aswan, Cairo, and Alexandria,
resulting in the creation of a music video depicting messages of plurality and peace and featuring the participating
children.
Saving Her Future (Philippines)
Lindsey Lim
This project provided financial literacy training to a target
group of domestic workers in the Philippines.
Voices Matter (Turkey)
Hakeem Muhammad and Oualid Bachiri
This project trained Turkish youth in journalism to gather
and deliver trustworthy, transparent, and relevant news
stories.
Rogram: Lending a Helping Hand (New York City)
Tenzin Dechen and Jasmine Johnson
This project sought to empower Tibetan youth in New
York City through culturally sensitive mentorships and
leadership training.

Welcome Sunday Supper Speaker Provides a Lesson in Moral Courage

I

rshad Manji, founder
of New York University’s award-winning
Moral Courage Project,
discussed diversity, Islam
and why moral courage
matters at the 90th Anniversary Welcome Sunday
Supper on September 21st.
Manji, the author of
Allah, Liberty and Love and
producer of the EmmyIrshad Manji
nominated PBS documentary, “Faith Without Fear,” encouraged audience members to
embrace one’s truth, even if it makes other people uncomfortable.
“We’re here not to be comfortable, but to teach. That’s what
the democratic spirit is about. We should not be afraid of of-

fending. Some things are more important than fear,” she said.
Moral courage matters, she explained, because it’s about
doing the right thing in the face of fear of rejection from
family, job loss and disapproval by religious or cultural authorities. The reward for all of these risks? Personal integrity
and social impact, she said.
“All of the good things in history came out of sacrifice
and passion about the greater good.”
Manji related her personal history and how she risked
rejection by questioning authority even at a young age.
In 1972, she and her family fled Uganda, forced out
by President Idi Amin, and immigrated to Canada, where
she attended public school and, on the weekends, madrasa
(Islamic religious school). There, Manji asked inconvenient
questions like, “Why can’t women lead prayers? Where in
the Koran does it say they can’t?” and “Why can’t we have
Jews and Christians as our friends? Why can’t we embrace
them?”

Her teachers did not respond well, she said, and eventually forced her to choose either to believe what she was told
or to leave. At age 14, she left madrasa, explaining to her
mother that while she had left an institution, she had not
abandoned Allah.
Manji continued the questioning of her faith as an adult,
she said, and in 2004 published the international bestseller
The Trouble with Islam Today: A Muslim’s Call for Reform in Her
Faith.
The book’s publication led to “a ten-year global conversation primarily with young people,” a conversation that
enabled her to think more and go beyond her own truth.
“When you challenge others,” she stated, “they challenge and
teach you, too. Conversation is not good for the ego.”
Manji closed by quoting the Koran: “God does not
change people until they change themselves” and Confucianism: “When one sees injustice, one should dare to correct it.”
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Alumni

a number of high ranking positions in the
United Nations Development Programme.

Decades

Ross Novgrad ’82 directed the inaugural
summer jazz camp this year at the Community Music School of Springfield, MA. He
lives in the Hartford, CT area.

Through the

1940s
Robert Kirschbaum ’45 and his wife
Blossom are living year-round on Cape Cod
in Massachusetts. He was on the faculty at
Harvard School of Dental Medicine, Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine, and
Boston University Graduate School of Dentistry. He retired in 1988.

1960s
Yvonne Olson Jacobson ’61’s second book
was recently published: Memoirs of a Farmer’s
Daughter in Silicon Valley.
Linda (Chivian) Levitz ’61 lives and writes
in Ardsley, New York, where she also works
in the special education department of the
local elementary school. She is the author of
four collections of poems: Trusting the Stones,
The Dark Face of Planting, Directions to My
House, and Creatures Who Smell the Wind.
Turkan Kumbaraci Gardenier ’64 lives
in Virginia and has been a contributor to
the development of mathematical/statistical
models of health systems using Geographical Information Systems (GIS).
Helen Benham ’65 and her husband
Samuel visited their niece in Seoul, Korea in
September. Helen continues to perform on
the piano and harpsichord, and she makes
monthly visits to play for residents of assisted living and nursing homes.
John Rounsaville Jr. ’68 is a retired
partner at Wilmer Hale in Washington
DC, having represented clients in civil and
criminal investigations conducted by the
Department of Justice and other federal
agencies.

1970s
Salo Grabinsky ’70 is working on his new
book of newspaper articles XXV Anniversary
as a Columnist in New Mexico. Both of his
sons are living in International Houses in
the U.S.
Robert S. Brierton ’75 continues to practice law in Johnstown, PA. He and his wife
Ann have been married for 37 years and
have three daughters and four grandchildren, with another on the way in February
2015.
Boris Velic ’75 recently retired after five
years of Croatian ambassadorship to China
(including nonresident ambassadorship to
North Korea) and four years of ambassadorship to India. He lives with his wife in
Washington DC.
Meinhard Pfanner ’78 has relocated to
Nova Scotia, Canada where he co-founded
the Environment Academy Canada (EACA)
in partnership with the UK-based Environmental Academy to offer training to the
environmental industrial sector.

1980s
Tegegnework Gettu ’81 is the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for General
Assembly and Conference Management,
appointed in 2013. Previously, Gettu served
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Arthur P. Steinmetz ’81 was appointed
C.E.O. of OppenheimerFunds in July. He
was previously the company’s C.I.O.

Pierre Vaillancourt ’86 is managing director at the Macquarie Group in Toronto. He
helped launch Big Little Caravan of Joy, a
foundation that brings arts and educational
programs to orphaned and vulnerable children across Africa and Canada.
Rosaline Koo ’87 is founder and C.E.O. of
CXA, Asia’s first flex wellness marketplace.
Li Song ’87 is an investment banker-turned
serial Internet entrepreneur, and founder of
Zhenai.com, China’s largest online matchmaking service, as well as Digu.com, one of
China’s leading location-based social checkin services.
Stavros Demos ’89 is scientist in the
Condensed Matter and Materials Division
of Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
and scientific staff at the National Science
Foundation Center of Biophotonics Science
and Technology at UC Davis.
Juliet Wurr ’89 has retired after a 20 year
career in the U.S. Foreign Service, which included posts in New Delhi, Tunis, Damascus, Alexandria, Beirut, Hyderabad, Kuwait
City and Erbilwas.

1990s
Edgar Auslander ’90 is vice president of
product management and marketing at
Audience, Inc. in Mountain View, CA.
Kathleen Hayes ’90 is editor of Highlights
High Five (a magazine for kids ages 2-6),
Highlights Hello (for kids ages 0-2), and High
Five Bilingue (a new magazine in English
and Spanish).
Sheila J. Nayar ’90 has authored a new
book, Dante’s Sacred Poem: Flesh and the Centrality of the Eucharist to The Divine Comedy
(Bloomsbury, Oct. 2014). It is the first
comprehensive exploration of the theme of
transubstantiation across Dante’s epic poem.
Hugi Olafsson ’90 is director of the Office
of Climate, Oceans and Water in Iceland’s
Ministry for the Environment and Natural
Resources.
Ije Nwokorie ’94 has been promoted to
C.E.O. of the global brand consultancy
company Wolff Olins. He resides in London.
Mariela Vargova ’96 is a senior sustainability analyst with the sustainability and impact investing team at Rockefeller Financial
Asset Management.
Carl Magnus Nesser ’99 is Sweden’s
Ambassador to Israel. He was previously
Ambassador to Iraq and served in the Minister for International Development Cooperation’s office and the Permanent Mission
of Sweden to the United Nations in New
York.

As the capstone of a nearly year-long Shostakovitch for the Children of Syria campaign, the nonprofit
Music for Life International (led by Founder & Artistic Director George Mathew ’04, pictured here, and
Chairman of the Board Robert W. van Zwieten ’98) partnered with the Jordanian group Questscope to
bring an August musical residency to Jordan’s Za’atari refugee camp, which shelters nearly 81,000 Syrians fleeing war. The residency featured performances and educational workshops led by string musicians
from some of the world’s top orchestras and festivals. The group also donated instruments and musical
supplies to the camp’s children. Music for Life International is now preparing for a January 26th concert
at Carnegie Hall, as part of a joint humanitarian campaign (with the UN Trust Fund to End Violence
against Women) entitled The Scheherazade Initiative: Celebrating the Resilience of Women and Girls in
the Face of Violence.

tions, and technology sectors, primarily
focusing on the U.S.

humanities, and composition at the Florence
Academy of Art.

Mashood Issaka ’03 is the acting head of
the African Union Liaison Office in Juba,
South Sudan. He was previously in charge of
the support team for the South Sudan unit
of the African Union’s high-level panel for
South Sudan and Sudan.

Stefano Bini ’06 and Celina da Silva Cruz
’06 welcomed their daughter Deborah into
the world this fall.

Oliver Schiltz ’03 is a principal in executive search firm Heidrick & Struggles’
Zurich office and is responsible for the life
sciences and legal practices in Switzerland
and Germany.
Kinan Azmeh ’04, a clarinetist and
composer, toured Europe with Yo-Yo Ma
and the Silk Road Ensemble this year and
performed in several fundraising concerts for
refugees from his native Syria.
Raul Rodriguez-Esteban ’04 is a senior
scientist at Roche Pharmaceuticals in Switzerland. As a member of the data science
group he coordinates the use of text mining
and natural language processing across
Roche R&D.
Nadine Unger ’04, authored a research
article published in the September edition
of Nature Climate Change which demonstrated that deforestation since the 1850s
has reduced the amount of biogenic volatile
organic compounds (BVOCs) in the Earth’s
atmosphere and resulted in a cooling effect.
Based on this research, she then wrote an
op-ed published in the New York Times challenging the conventional wisdom of largescale forestation as a method for fighting
global warming.
Sean Forester ’05 ’11 is a professional
painter, art lecturer, and cultural travel
guide in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Previously he was director of art history,

Dimitar Moskovsky ’06 has been a clarinetist in the Sofia Philharmonic in Bulgaria
since 2009.
Craig Gentry ’07, a member of the Cryptography Research Group at IBM’s Watson
Research Center, is one of this year’s MacArthur Fellows.
Karyn Kaplan ’09 was honored at the 2014
Health Global Access Project’s annual Global
Health Justice Awards for her work as an
AIDS activist. She is the international hepatitis/HIV policy and advocacy director at the
Treatment Action Group and co-founder of
the Thai AIDS Treatment Action Group.
Malia Politzer ’09 is an Institute of Current
World Affairs fellow currently hosted by
the Institute of Migration Studies at the
University of Granada, where she focuses
on the changing reception of North African
migration/refugees to Southern Europe in
the context of Europe’s economic crisis.

2010s
Wladimir Lyra ’10 is a Sagan postdoctoral
fellow at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory
and Caltech’s Division of Geological and
Planetary Sciences.
Lana Ackar ’11 has joined the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
as a gender officer in the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.
Sarah Cook ’12 returned to California this
year to begin a new job as executive assis-

2000s
Robert Isaacs ’00 is the new director of
choral music in the Department of Music at
Cornell University.
Dana A. Scherer ’00 began working in
August as an economist at Congressional
Research Service. She advises members of
Congress and their staff on issues related to
competition in the media, telecommunica-

Alumna and resident social worker Sonia Patel ’11 married Rahul Bhansali in October. Pictured here on
the Sangeet/Garba night before their wedding are from right to left: Hai Tiet ’10, Ioana Dumitrescu ’11,
Eva Whitney, Ruth Ishimwe ’10, Patel, Maisa Moniz, Liz Hernandez ‘11, Laura Cantekin ’12 and Derek
Lopez.

tant at Foundation Capital, a venture capital
firm located in Menlo Park, CA.
Lydia Nakiganda ’12 is pursuing a Masters
of Public Health at Lund University.
Genia Sokolova ’12 works on African
renewable energy. She has also joined a foundation providing support to healthcare and
educational organizations in Latin America.
Genia is currently residing in Madrid together with her husband Carlos.
Michael Konstantinidis ’13 is a senior
strategy consultant in Booz Allen Hamil-

Helena Dona ’10 and Mitch Hayes ’10 celebrated
their wedding on October 4th in Bogota, Colombia
with I-House friends Namema Amendi ’13, Sarah
Cook ’12, Tommy Dyer ’11, Dan Flatley ’12, Anita
Haravon ’13, Scott Hartley ’11, Armenuhi
Khachatryan ’10, Cecilia Liu ’11, Fidel Malena ’11,
and Jakob Rusinek ’11.

ton’s Strategic Innovations Group in New
York.
Geoffrey Mayamba ’13, the executive director of Prisoners Future Foundation (PFF)
in Zambia, reports that PFF has partnered
with the Human Rights Commission of
Zambia, Prison Fellowship Zambia, Prisons
Care Counseling Association and Caritas
Zambia to advocate for the government to
employ former prisoners who have earned
their degrees while in prison.
Absolom Shalakha ’13, a lead trainer with
PeaceNet Kenya, is helping to develop a
conflict transformation curriculum for peace
building in Kenya in collaboration with Mt.
Kenya University.
Hayden Huang ’14 is the primary author
of a recent research paper on treatment of
fungal infections in adult patients undergoing induction chemotherapy. The research
was presented at the American Society for
Microbiology’s annual ICAAC meeting in
Washington DC in September and was covered by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s
The Pharmaceutical Journal.
Do you have news to share? Upload your
class note (text or photos) at www.ihouse-nyc.
org/classnotes.

in memoriAm
Life Trustee Mary Kay Farley, Chaired Development Committee
Mary Kay Farley, an International House Trustee for 35 years, died July 29, 2014 at Hiland Cottage of
Hospice in Little Traverse Bay, MI. She was 79.
A native of Detroit, Mrs. Farley attended Manhattanville College and graduated from Loyola School of
Social Work in 1959. She married Citibank executive James D. Farley, and the couple raised a family in
Greenwich, CT.
Recruited by Trustee Abby M. O’Neill, Mrs. Farley joined the I-House Board in 1979 and became
involved with its fundraising activities, serving as Chair or Co-Chair of the Development & Alumni Relations Committee from 1985 to 1990.
Her involvement continued after a 1987 move to Los Angeles, and extended to the recruitment of board
members. She was elected a Life Trustee in 1992, and the Farleys retired to Hobe Sound, FL in 1995.
In 2000, the Farleys established a $50,000 scholarship fund for I-House residents from Spanish-speaking countries, in honor of Abby
and George O’Neill.
“Mary Kay’s family noted that her special qualities were her organizational ability, her generosity of spirit and her cheerful disposition,” said Director of Development John Wells. “She was a great friend to I-House.”
Mary Kay Farley is survived by her husband James, children James Jr., Kathryn (a 1990 I-House alumna), Frances and Andrew, and
six grandchildren.

Geoffrey Bruce ’50

Bjorn Bergstrom ’62

Geoffrey Bruce, a longtime board member of Canadian Friends of
I-House, passed away in September at the age of 89.
Bruce received his master’s in economics from Columbia University while living at I-House from 1948-1950. He went on to a
distinguished career in Canada’s Department of External Affairs,
serving in Israel, Ceylon and Austria.
He later joined the UN Division, serving as Minister to the
Canada’s UN Mission and High Commissioner to Kenya and
Uganda among other positions.
After returning to Ottawa he became Vice President for Foreign
Aid Policy and then for Business Cooperation at CIDA. In 1987, he
was named Ambassador to Portugal, retiring in 1990.
As board member of Canadian Friends, he helped select resident
scholarships recipients and guide the chapter’s activities across Canada.

International House learned recently of the passing of Bjorn Bergstrom ’62 on August 19, 2012 in Montreux, Switzerland. He was 75.
A native of Nynashamn, Sweden, Bergstrom graduated from
the University of Stockholm and lived at I-House while studying
international procedure at New York University and Columbia
University. During this time, he prepared research for the volume
Civil Procedure in Sweden, co-authored by Ruth Bader Ginsburg for
Columbia Law School’s Project on International Procedure.
Bergstrom and his wife Laila Johansson attended alumni events
in Europe, and he helped organize the 2005 Freunde des International House Annual Meeting and/Pan-European Alumni Reunion
in Zurich. Avid and adventurous travellers and philanthropists,
Bergstrom and Johansson donated two Named Rooms at International House, in 2006 and 2007.

Mary Haour-Knipe ’69

Arthur Mwakapugi ’94

Mary Haour-Knipe ’69 passed on May 19, 2013 after a valiant
fight with ovarian cancer.
Haour-Knipe lived at International House while pursuing a master’s degree in community mental health. It was
at International House that she met her husband Georges
Haour.
Originally from Canada, Haour-Knipe went on to obtain a
Ph.D. in sociology after the couple settled in Geneva. Her thesis
would be later published as a book Moving Families: Expatriation,
Stress and Coping. She later worked for the International Office for
Migration as senior officer in charge of AIDS prevention for migrants worldwide and later authored the book Mobility, Sexuality
and AIDS.
She is survived by her husband and their children, Anne and
Patrick, and four grandchildren.

World Council of Alumni Member and former Permanent Secretary
in Tanzania’s Ministry of Energy and Minerals, passed away in May
from liver cancer. He was 65.
Mwakapugi served for many years as the Director, Macro
Economy Division, President’s Office (Planning Commission) under
President Benjamin Mkapa, also an I-House alumnus. He worked
as economist for the Tanzanian government beginning in 1975.
In 1997, he served as Chairman of the Experts of the Group of 77,
leading negotiations at the United Nations on a variety of international development and cooperation issues affecting 132 developing
nations.
Mwakapugi received his master’s degree in economic policy
management from Columbia University while living at International House.
He is survived by his wife and two children.

Faith Kimball Black ’30, Salem, OR

Elliott J. Brebner ’54, Bridgewater, NJ

William H. Scheide ’40, Princeton, NJ

Irene D. Larocque ’55, Longueuil, QC

Sheila Burrows Chapline ’46, New York, NY

Richard A. Steinhardt ’58, Bellingham, WA

Suzanne Adler Dettmer ’46, New Rochelle, NY

John E. Ewadinger ’62, New York, NY

George S. Fabian ’50, Bryn Mawr, PA

Pim de Kuijer ’04, Breda, Netherlands

Microfinance Leader Gil Crawford Addresses I-House Residents

G

Avner Finberg ’12 married Rachael Labbit ’12
on August 10th in Waltham, MA. A number of
I-House family members were on hand to help
them celebrate including best man Mike Boyman
’14, Melissa Ip ’11 and the bride’s cousin, Director of Alumni Programs Nicole Davidson.

il Crawford, the chief executive officer and chief investment officer of MicroVest, spoke as a part of the
International Forum on October 1st. Mr. Crawford helped found MicroVest and its first fund, which is
the first commercial private equity vehicle focused on microfinance in North America.
Introduced by I-House Chairman Frank G. Wisner, Crawford provided insight into how global microfinance works and reflected on his path to social entrepreneurship.
MicroVest lends to and invests in other financial institutions, he said, which in turn make the actual
microloans to individuals, normally ranging from $100 to $10,000. The vast majority of MicroVest’s investments have gone into what are known as frontier markets including South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.
Crawford explored his perspective around how social entrepreneurship is at the ideal intersection of mankind’s competing tendencies toward selfishness and meaningful social impact. He also provided life and career advice based on his own experience, along with tips on what MicroVest seeks in prospective employees.
Following his remarks, Crawford took questions from the audience on topics ranging from the normal
interest rates and terms for microloans provided by the MicroVest’s partners to the impact investing field’s inability to embrace failure.
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alumni news

“Concert for a New World” Highlights Alumni Weekend in London

Members of Freunde des International House at their Annual Meeting in London.

I

International House alumni and friends gathered
in London the weekend of September 19-21 for the
Freunde des I-House’s Pan-European Alumni reunion
weekend, and a benefit concert by alumni musicians in
Covent Garden organized by Friends of International
House, UK.
The proceedings attracted more than 40 alumni and
friends from Belgium, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom and the United States. Reunion activities were organized with the considerable help of FIHUK
Board members Patricia Hamzahee ‘84, Mami Urano
‘87, and Peter Burbank ‘92.

The weekend began with
a tour of the Tate Modern,
followed by a gathering at
Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese,
a 17th century Fleet Street
pub, featured a walking tour
of Westminster on Saturday
afternoon, and concluded
with Sunday brunch at Villandry St. James, near Piccadilly in Central London.
The highlight took place
Saturday evening, when
I-House alumni and other
talented musicians performed at the 17th century
St. Paul’s Church (the Actor’s Church) at a “Concert

for a New World.”
The concert, organized by Sabina Rakcheyeva ’04
with support from Ayman Jarjour ’00, raised nearly
US$10,000 in scholarship support for at least one IHouse resident from a country in conflict.
An eclectic program of music was performed by classical guitarist Jarjour, pianist Diana Bickley ’92, Jonathan
Burton (bassoon), mezzo soprano Polly Leech, Ayanna
Witter-Johnson ’11 (voice & cello), Sarah Beaty ’05
(clarinet) and Sam Armstrong ’10 (piano), and James
Paget (piano). The concert concluded with a rousing

“Tango Extravaganza” performed by the Deco Ensemble,
a quintet of guitar, piano, accordion and double base led
by Sabina Rakcheyeva on violin.
The program included remarks by Hamzahee, who
thanked the evening’s benefactors The Golden Bottle
Trust, Majed Halawi ’85 and Sujatha and Kashif Zafar.
Patrons and sponsors for the evening were Hamzahee, Peter Burbank, Maurits Dolmans ’86 and Erika Howard
‘86, Uma Kymal ‘93 and Mami Urano.
Earlier on Saturday, Freunde des I-House convened its
annual business meeting led by Astrid Nierhoff-Fassbender ’05 at the offices of Cleary Gottlieb (courtesy of
Maurits Dolmans), during which a copy of the Treasurer’s
Report was distributed, and Director of Development &
Alumni Relations John Wells conveyed greetings from
President Calvin Sims, provided an overview of recent activities at the House, and thanked the members for their
longtime, generous support.
The group considered and approved US$20,000 in
scholarship funding for 13 I-House residents presented
by Wells on behalf of the Office of Admissions. Officers
re-elected at the meeting were Nierhoff-Fassbender as
President, Frauke Thielecke ’03 as Deputy and Gloria
Pfaue ’99 as Treasurer.
“It was great to have both Freunde and FIHUK
celebrating the spirit of I-House during its 90th anniversary year,” said Hamzahee, who noted that the gathering
coincided on the same weekend as the United Nations’
International Day of Peace.

World Council of Alumni Sets Goals;
Selects Istanbul for 2016 Meeting

Members of the World Council of Alumni at the June Meeting in New York.

W

orld Council of Alumni Members from Australia, Canada, China, Finland,
India, Germany, and the United States met at International House to discuss
matters relating to I-House, the alumni program and the World Council itself
June 18th through the 20th.
The Council is International House’s umbrella alumni group comprised of nearly 100
elected members around the world who assist the House in the areas of networking, fundraising and recruitment. Members are elected based on volunteer activity on behalf of the House.
During its sessions, Council members received reports from President Calvin Sims on
programs, the financial state of the House and its physical plant, as well as plans to raise
the profile of International House among key external constituencies and how the House
can stay relevant in the years to come.
Director of Admissions Megan Amouzou shared application and membership statistics,
noting that the number of applicants referred by alumni had increased from 13 percent to
17 percent. Referrals are one major way that Council members, and alumni at large, can
assist the House with recruitment.
After a lunch with current residents and a moving trip to the World Trade Center Memorial, where several Council members toured the newly opened 9/11 Memorial Museum,
the Council discussed alumni activities and fundraising at its Friday sessions.
The Council recommitted itself to increasing its own giving participation and helping the House reach out to alumni around the world to help provide this vital source of
revenue. A variety of ideas were discussed on how to best increase giving from alumni. In
the past fiscal year, less than 2.5 percent of alumni worldwide made an unrestricted gift to
International House.
Council members were asked to participate in the upcoming 90th Anniversary celebration by providing personal histories of their time at International House and by organizing
I-House Day events in their area, which many of them would later do.
The last order of business was the selection of the next meeting location—the Council
meets every two years alternating between New York City and an international locale.
After in-depth discussions about Paris, France, where there is a large contingent of alumni
who have not been fully engaged; and Istanbul, Turkey, which provides numerous recruitment and networking possibilities, the group nearly unanimously voted for Istanbul.
The next meeting of the World Council of Alumni will be in 2016, when the group,
founded by L.W. Frohlich ’37 in 1966, celebrates its 50th anniversary.
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Alumni from the early 1990s returned for a compressed reunion on June 20th. Pictured here (from left to
right) are: Todd Theringer ’91 and reunion co-chairs Isabelle Grinda ’90 and Bennett Theimann ‘91.

The New York Area Alumni Chapter organized a series of happy hours this summer called NYAAC in Your Neighborhood and hosted events in Hoboken, Williamsburg, Downtown Brooklyn, Chelsea, the Upper West Side, West
Harlem and East Harlem, and Midtown East, pictured here.

Hundreds Celebrate 90th Anniversary

director’s

corner

A

s we celebrate I-House’s 90th anniversary, we acknowledge the generosity of
our alumni and friends which helps make everything we do here possible.
Looking toward our centennial in 2024, and hopefully another century after
that, your support is going to be more important than ever.
We all live very busy lives, forcing us to prioritize things we do on a daily, monthly
or even annual basis. Thankfully, technology has made much that we do less challenging, and this includes the most efficient way to support I-House: by making a monthly
gift.
Monthly giving is:

Residents and alumni alike enjoyed posing with the special anniversary cake throughout the 90th Anniversary Ice
Cream Social on September 15th.

C

ongratulatory greetings from the Mayor of New York City and a special cake were
part of the celebration as more than 200 alumni, residents and friends gathered in
the Main Lounge to observe International House’s 90th anniversary on September

15th.
A favorite long-time tradition—the ice cream social—was chosen to mark the occasion
as newly-arrived residents mixed with former residents and staff for the festive, informal
occasion.
Director of Development and Alumni Relations John Wells welcomed the celebrants
and, noting that the House had opened its doors on that very day in 1924, read the
opening announcement written by Florence Edmonds, wife of I-House’s originator Harry
Edmonds:
“I am International House. I open my doors to the students of the world that may live
together and grow in understanding. I am builded as a canopy for an adventure that had
its beginning in a friendly greeting to a lonely student, which has widened into a worldwide brotherhood. Therefore, I am not a beginning, but a fulfillment.”
Wells introduced President Calvin Sims, who echoed Edmonds’ sentiments and noted
that each resident and alumnus/a in attendance was a part of the House’s history and its
future. He also read a letter from New York Mayor Bill de Blasio to commemorate the
occasion.“By promoting cultural exchange, encouraging open dialogue and fostering
leadership skills, friendship and respect, I-House has proven the power of global camaraderie,” wrote de Blasio. “As a city built by immigrants, New Yorkers recognize the
importance of diversity and inclusivity to our economic, social and cultural progress and
we are delighted that I-House shares those core tenets and continues to thrive.”
Sims later cut a special 90th anniversary cake while participants sang “Happy Birthday”. Throughout the evening attendees engaged in a “selfie scavenger hunt” in which
participants took pictures of themselves with portraits of the founders and other key
figures in I-House’s history for posting on Instagram or Twitter. Newly minted-alumna
Joyce Kwon ’14 was the winner, taking home a prize of I-House goodies and movie
passes.
Celebrations continued throughout the fall around the world at I-House Day gatherings on every continent, and a special Fall Fiesta event including alumni on November
7th. Additional activities are planned for 2015, culminating with the 90th Anniversary
I-House Awards Gala in late spring.

• EASY – your donation is charged to a credit card automatically each month
and can be canceled at any time;
• IMPACTFUL – every dollar directly impacts the more than 1,000 residents
who call I-House home each year;
• COST-EFFECTIVE – it reduces the need for regular fundraising appeals,
while also providing us a reliable base of support.
With the increasing needs of our residents for scholarship and fellowship aid, the
breadth of our programmatic offerings and our plans to continue raising our profile locally, nationally and internationally, we at the House will continue to rely on supporters like you to increase your commitment to our mission and our residents.
Helping us reduce our costs allows us to provide greater support to the bright,
talented young people who comprise the I-House community.
The future of the next generation of global citizens starts with you. Please consider
making your monthly gift commitment at www.ihouse-nyc.org/monthly. Many thanks!

save the

DAte

January 28, 2015
90th Anniversary Celebration
London, UK
February 10, 2015
Professional Interest Night
New York City

For more information, please visit www.ihouse-nyc.org/alumnievents.

I-House Awards Gala Raises more than $400K for Scholarship Fund continued from page 1

Frank Wisner 		

Daisy Soros ‘51

Before the award was accepted by Nicholas and Jennifer DuBrul, Wisner cited their father’s storied Wall Street
career at Lehman Brothers and his tenure as Chairman of
the Export-Import Bank of the United States. He also noted
DuBrul’s four decades of service to International House
prior to his death in 2012.
Wisner said DuBrul was “revered by his colleagues for
his passion, candor and razor-sharp mind. He helped bring
along a new generation of board members with his philosophy of prudent, responsible not-for-profit asset management.”
The Rockefeller Award was accepted on behalf of the
Ford Foundation by its president, Darren Walker, who said

Motomu Takahashi 		

Patricia Baptiste Sims

that the Foundation was thinking about how it could emulate the legacy and impact of I-House.
“Because while there will always be a new device or
app,” said Walker, “nothing will every replace the power of
people in the same room – learning to live together, to work
together, to respect each other, and to find common ground,
despite their differences.”
Chairman Wisner noted the presence of Honorary
Trustee Daisy Soros ’51 when presenting the Soros Award
to John Pek and acknowledged his many acts of generosity
and service to the House.
“When I first arrived in New York City I did not have
any relatives or friends,” said Pek. “The House gave me the

Lauren States

		

Peter O’Neill ‘92

opportunity to participate in activities with fellow residents, many of whom I became friends with. Forty years
later, some of these friends are here with us tonight.”
Indeed, some two dozen of Pek’s contemporary alumni
were present, having traveled from as far as Asia and South
America to honor their friend. Many of them later vied
for space on the dance floor with high-spirited I-House
residents.
Co-chaired by Fleur and William Dodge Rueckert and
Mandy and Adam Quinton, the gala received major support
from George and Abby O’Neill, the Cleveland H. Dodge
Foundation, and Peter and Katie O’Neill ’92.
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in and around international house

Carl Bernstein Discusses
Watergate and the State
of Journalism Today

The Fall Semester in Pictures

Yoni Levy teaches his fellow residents beginner level Hebrew as part of the
Language Exchange Program. This fall, 22 different languages are being
taught including Croatian, Indonesian, Azerbaijani and ancient Greek.

Residents from Pakistan took the community on a cultural journey through
their country using music, folk tales and fashion at the Pakistani Cultural
Hour on October 10th.

Each year since it began in 1989, members of the Human Rights Advocacy
Program at Columbia University have been living at I-House. These diverse
individuals, who this year hail from the United States, Denmark, South Africa, the Philippines, Kenya, Moldova, South Sudan and Rwanda, share their
perspectives and experiences with human rights issues through informal
interactions and programs like the Global Human Rights Advocacy Resident
Roundtable on November 13th. Pictured here are the 2014 advocates.

The Resident Support Services (RSS) Team advertise their services at the
Programs Fair, where residents had the opportunity to sign up for a myriad
of activities and to learn about this year’s program offerings, on September 11th. Resident Fellows, who along with three peer counselors and
the resident social worker make up the RSS team, are available to answer
any questions, organize social activities on their floor, and assure general
comfort of their floormates.

Carl Bernstein answers questions from Calvin Sims.

V

eteran journalist Carl Bernstein held forth on
topics ranging from Watergate to Hillary Clinton’s presidential prospects and NSA surveillance in a conversation with I-House President Calvin
Sims before a Home Room audience on June 19th.
Two days after the 42nd anniversary of the Watergate break-in, Sims, a New York Times reporter for many
years, noted that the work of Bernstein and his Washington Post colleague Bob Woodward had brought down
the Nixon administration.
“We were working in the great tradition of journalism, seeking the best obtainable truth,” Bernstein said,
giving credit to the Post’s editor, Benjamin C. Bradlee,
and publisher Katharine Graham for their backing.
Bernstein reviewed highlights of the affair, as
chronicled in All The President’s Men, which he said was
part of a vast campaign to subvert the electoral system
of the United States through espionage and sabotage.
Against today’s backdrop of reporters being compelled to name sources, Sims asked Bernstein if he and
Woodward could have pursued their Watergate reporting now without fear of going to jail.
“No,” Bernstein said simply. “What’s going on now
is a travesty. We need a shield law” to protect reporters and the public. He deplored the state of journalistic
institutions, saying most citizens are not seeking truth
but confirmation of their ideological beliefs.
Responding to other questions, Bernstein said CIA
systems administrator Edward Snowden’s release of
confidential information collected by the National
Security Agency “alerted us to the scale of something
we were not aware of, and helped begin a debate. That
is Snowden’s contribution. Whether he is a traitor or a
hero misses the point.”
On the topic of Hillary Clinton, subject of his 2008
biography A Woman in Charge, Bernstein described the
former secretary of state as “a phenomenon—a celebrity,
more like Mohammed Ali, a huge star and she is using
that so effectively.”

Diversity Abounds with New Class of I-House Residents

A

fter a competitive admissions season in which more than 1,300 applications were reviewed, 420 new residents joined
260 returning residents for the 2014-15 academic year.
This enthusiastic group of students, interns, trainees and visiting scholars represents 94 countries including Azerbaijan,
Bolivia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Haiti, Fiji, Qatar, Rwanda and Zimbabwe. The top 5 most represented countries, excluding the United
States, are China (72), India (39), Japan (31), Korea (25) and Brazil (22).
“We had a strong applicant pool, and tough decisions needed to be made, but we are pleased with the diversity of the new
resident members,” said Director of Admissions Megan Amouzou.
With an average age of 27 and a range from 21 to 59 years old, this year’s community has generational as well as cultural and industry
diversity. Residents attend or work at 85 academic and professional institutions in a variety of fields.
The academic institutions include all of the schools of Columbia University, City University of New York, New York University, and The New School. Also represented are Pace University, Bank Street College, The Juilliard School, Touro College, Yeshiva
University and Fordham University. Professional institutions include Al Jazeera America, Ernst & Young, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Weil, Gotshal and Manges LLP and the United Nations.

Resident Honors
A look at some of the recent achievements of International House’s remarkable resident members.
An article by Sakai Ando (Japan/China) entitled “Measuring
US Sectoral Shocks in the World Input–Output Network”
was recently published in the journal Economics Letters
(Vol. 125, Issue 2, November 2014).
Clarence (Yu-Hsiu) Chou (Taiwan)
is an attorney, a visiting scholar
at Columbia Law School, and
executive commissioner of the
Judicial Reform Foundation. He
Sakai Ando
recently won his third consecutive
constitutional case in Taiwan’s
Constitutional Court, which is the country’s highest judicial
organ. This third case concerned people’s right to remedy.

Julius Bantar Ndzinwa (Cameroon) is a jurist, seasoned
project manager and advocate for the human rights of widows
in his home country. Through meetings and seminars with
traditional rulers and councilors of 50 villages in Cameroon’s
northwest region, Ndzinwa succeeded in persuading local
leadership to revise or repeal traditional laws that subjected
widows to inhumane treatment.
Julius Bantar Ndzinwa

Clarence (Yu-Hsiu) Chou

Nidhi Shah (India) is coordinating
a three-year Art Conservation Resurgence Project (Phase I) which aims to address outstanding art
conservation issues in India. She is currently working at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Objects Conservation Department as part of a fellowship supported by the Met Museum,
the Stichting Restauratie Atelier Limburg, the Mellon FoundaNidhi Shah
tion, and India’s Ministry of Culture.

