
 PROJECTS FOR PEACE 2021 
 

Q & A for Resident Members of International House, New York 
 
What do you mean by “Projects for Peace”? 
          Projects for Peace is an initiative for students at the Davis United World College Scholars Program partner 
schools and International House to design their own grassroots projects for the summer of 2021- anywhere in the 
world - which promote peace and address the root causes of conflict among parties.  We encourage applicants to 
use their creativity to design projects and employ innovative techniques for engaging project participants in ways 
that focus on conflict resolution, reconciliation, building understanding and breaking down barriers which cause 
conflict, and finding solutions for resolving conflict and maintaining peace.  Through a competition on over 90 
campuses and member institutions in good standing of International Houses Worldwide, projects will be selected 
for funding at $10,000 each.  
 
Who is funding this and why? 
          Projects for Peace was created through the generosity of Kathryn W. Davis, a lifelong internationalist and 
philanthropist who passed away in 2013 at 106 years old.  She is the mother of Shelby M.C. Davis who funds the 
Davis UWC Scholars Program currently involving over 90 American colleges and universities.  Mrs. Davis and her 
late husband, Ambassador Shelby Cullom Davis, both lived at International House New York while attending 
Columbia University in 1931-32. Mrs. Davis’ legacy will live on in order to spark initiatives for building prospects for 
peace in the world.  The Davis family and friends believe, like Mrs. Davis did, that today’s youth – tomorrow’s leaders 
– ought to be challenged to formulate and test their own ideas. 
 
What do you mean by “projects for peace”? 
          We hope to encourage initiative, innovation and entrepreneurship focusing on conflict prevention, resolution 
or reconciliation.  Some of the most compelling projects to date have reflected one or more of the following 
characteristics: contributing to conflict prevention; ameliorating conditions leading to violence/conflict; looking for 
and building on shared attributes among differing peoples, races, ethnicities, tribes, clans, etc.; fostering diplomacy 
or otherwise contributing to advancing peace processes underway; promoting economic opportunity and 
entrepreneurship among those in post-conflict areas; finding creative ways to bring people on opposite sides of 
issues together, such as through art, sports, music or other techniques to promote a common humanity; developing 
leadership and mediation skills training for those in conflict or post-conflict societies; starting or leveraging 
initiatives, organizations (e.g. education, health) or infrastructure projects to build/rebuild community. In general, 
projects should be building blocks for a sustainable peace. The overall program is intended to be worldwide in 
scope and impact, but specific projects may be undertaken anywhere, including in the U.S.   
 
Who is eligible to design a “project for peace”? 
          International House resident members in good standing for the 2020–2021 academic year, as well as alumni 
from selected previous academic years are generally eligible to apply. 
 
How does the funding for these projects work? 
          Davis philanthropy has committed $1 million to fund Projects for Peace in 2021.  Once again, $200,000 
(twenty projects) has been granted to resident members of International Houses Worldwide and will be funded in 
2021.  These projects will be distributed among the participating I-Houses.  While Davis funding per project is 
limited to $10,000, projects with larger budgets are welcome and co-funding from other sources -- such as other 
philanthropists, a college or university, foundation, NGO/PVO or students’ own fundraising – is encouraged.   
 
How does a resident member (or group of resident members) make a proposal?  
          To be considered, a resident member (or a group of resident members) must prepare a proposal narrative 
(not to exceed two pages), as well as a budget (one separate page).  All written project proposals require a heading 
to include the following: name of the participating I-House, name of all student participants, title of project, 
country where the project will be performed. Proposals should include pre-approval of all parties and organizations 
involved in the project.  The one page summary, narrative proposal and one-page budget must be submitted 
electronically to International House New York to the following coordinator: Ciasia Brown cbrown@ihouse-nyc.org 

mailto:chamdan@ihouse-nyc.org


by the deadline of Friday, January 15, 2021. Resident members with queries should direct them to the designated 
I-House coordinator above as communication between resident members writing proposals and the Davis UWC 
Scholars office is prohibited. 
 
* See separate proposal instructions for further details. 
 
How are these proposals submitted and judged? 
          Each participating I-House has a designated official to coordinate the process.  This coordinator, in ways s/he 
deems appropriate, will guide the internal I-House procedures for:  announcing and promoting the opportunity to 
resident members; organizing the selection committee to evaluate the proposals submitted; communicating results 
on a timely basis to International House New York, and distributing the awarded grant funds for the winning 
proposal(s).  Final review and approval of all recommended proposals from individual I-Houses rests solely with the 
office of the Davis UWC Scholars Program which will then award the grant funds to International House New York 
for distribution to the International Houses.  
 
How will the grants be awarded? 
          The Davis UWC Scholars Program will release the grant funds to I-House New York for distribution to the 
participating I-Houses with winning project(s).  Grants are made upon assurance that the project proposed will, in 
fact, be undertaken during the summer of 2021.   
 
What is the timetable for proposals and decisions? 

• During the fall of 2020: details of I-Houses’ participation are finalized; promotion within the resident 
community by I-House coordinators; creation of selection processes and appointment of evaluation 
committees; and further communication, if necessary, between I-House New York and the International 
House coordinators (communication between residents writing proposals and the Davis UWC Scholars 
office is prohibited). 

•  All proposals must be submitted to your I-House coordinator by the designated date.  

• Recommended proposals must be determined and submitted (electronically as an attachment) by I-House 
officials to I-House New York to the following coordinator: Ciasia Brown by Friday, January 15, 2021. 

• I-House New York will submit the nominated proposals from International Houses Worldwide to the Davis 
UWC Scholars Program.   

• Final decisions on all winning proposals rendered by Davis UWC Scholars office to I-House New York by 
Monday, March 8, 2021; I-House New York will notify the participating I-Houses of these decisions.   

• All project funding agreements signed by recipient institutions AND student proposers are due at I-House 
New York by Friday, March 26, 2021 for forwarding to the Davis UWC Scholars Office.   

• Grant payments for the winning proposals will be sent to I-House New York for distribution shortly after all 
agreements have been received by the Davis UWC Scholars office. 

• Any alternates will be selected and notified in April 2021.   

• Projects must be completed during summer of 2021.  

• Final reports are due to International House New York by Monday, September 13, 2021. 
 
What is required for each project’s final report? 
               Each funded project must submit a final report to I-House New York by September 13, 2021. The final 
report is to be limited to two pages of narrative using the final report form for 2014 posted on the Davis Projects 
for Peace website.  It also includes a separate one-page accounting of the funds expended using the budget form 
provided on the website.  Grantees have the option of including up to 3 digital photos, attaching them to the end 
of their two-page final report.  Final reports are submitted on disk to the Davis UWC office by I-House New York.  
Reports will be posted on the program’s website for all to see and learn from.  
 
For more information 
A website for Davis Projects for Peace can be found at http://www.davisprojectsforpeace.org.   
 

http://www.davisprojectsforpeace.org/
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